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INTRODUCTION

This book was developed to provide teachers with a resource that supports 
literacy by giving students lots of practice with specific comprehension skills. 
Struggling readers and students not reading at grade level will appreciate these 
short, high-interest passages. Word count ranges from 30 to 100 words.

Passages begin at reading level 1.0 and progress to reading level 3.5 
according to the Flesch-Kincaid Reading Scale. Reading passages are 
presented in order of difficulty. This progression of difficulty allows students to 
begin at a lower level and then move on to more difficult levels as their skills 
improve. The reading level (RL) for each passage is listed at the bottom of the 
page. The teacher will be able to easily monitor success and identify skills that 
need extra practice.

Question types include writing the complete answer, filling in the blank, 
and multiple choice. Each series of questions targets essential comprehension 
skills, beginning with main idea and ending with requiring the student to 
choose a title for the story.

Skills include
 ✔ Details      ✔  Locating the Answer
 ✔ Cause and Effect    ✔  Comparison
 ✔ Sequence     ✔  Inference
 ✔ Conclusion     ✔  Fact or Opinion
 ✔ Vocabulary     ✔  Main Idea

These activities can be used as an assessment tool. After determining which 
skills a student is struggling with, an individualized plan can be created by 
focusing on those skills. With enough targeted practice, reading skills will soar 
and students will feel a sense of pride in their accomplishments.
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Years ago, a funny thing happened in New York. Someone went out 
to eat. He asked for French fries. But they were soggy. The diner did not 
like this. So he sent them back to the cook. The cook, or chef, was angry. 
He decided to make the thinnest potatoes ever. He sliced them very thin. 
Then he fried them in boiling fat. He sent them back to the diner. The diner 
loved them!

Chips were on the menu from then on. The chef had not meant to invent 
a new food. But he did. People still love chips!

Main Idea
 1. What is this story mostly about?   
  a. a diner who did not like soggy French fries
  b. a cook who got angry at a diner
  c. how the first chips were made

Details
 2. Where were the first chips made?         

Vocabulary
 3. What word in paragraph 1 means very wet or damp?    

Sequence
 4. After the cook sliced the potatoes very thin, what did he do?    
  a. sent them back to the diner
  b. put butter and salt on them
  c. fried them in boiling fat

Locating the Answer
 5. Write the sentence that tells how the cook felt.
                

                

Title
 6. Give the story a title. Write the title on the line above the story.

RL - 1.0
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Salt makes food taste good. It also helps to keep us healthy.
Salt comes from rocks in the ground. One kind of salt is made of huge 

chunks of rock. The chunks are crushed into tiny pieces. These pieces fit 
through the holes of a salt shaker.

If you look closely at a grain of salt, you will see that it is square. Salt rocks 
are crushed many times. It almost always breaks into the shape of a cube.

Main Idea

 1. What is this story mostly about?    
  a. what salt tastes like
  b. eating healthy
  c. how we get salt

Details

 2. What is the shape of a grain of salt?        

Locating the Answer

 3. Write the sentence that tells where salt comes from.
                

                

Fact or Opinion

 4. Salt helps the taste of food.    

Analogy

 5. Pepper is to black as salt is to    .

Title

 6. Give the story a title. Write the title on the line above the story.

RL - 1.1
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Lichen is a strange plant. It is really two plants in one. One plant makes 
food. The other finds water. Then they share these things with each other.

Lichen looks like a tiny bunch of tangled hair. It does not need soil to 
grow. It can grow in rocks. Lichen can turn rocks into soil. It sends out an 
acid through its tiny hairs. The acid eats into the rock. This makes the rock 
break into small pieces. Little by little, it becomes new soil.

Main Idea
 1. What is this story mostly about?    
  a. lichen
  b. tangled hair
  c. tumbleweed

Details
 2. One of the lichen plants makes     .

 3. One of the lichen plants finds     .

Locating the Answer
 4. Write the sentence that tells what the acid does.
                

                

Cause and Effect
 5. What happens when the rocks break into small pieces?    
  a. new soil is made
  b. an acid eats the rocks
  c. the rocks rot away

Comparison
 6. What does lichen look like?     
  a. seaweed
  b. moss
  c. tangled hair

Title
 7. Give the story a title. Write the title on the line above the story.

RL - 1.3
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Horned toads squirt blood from their eyes. They do this to protect themselves.
Horned toads are not really toads at all. They are lizards. They live in deserts 

and dry places. You can find them all the way from Canada to Guatemala.
They eat insects. But they like ants the most. They like to bury themselves 

in the ground. They just leave a little bit of their head out of the ground.
They are very small. They are only three to five inches long. They have 

spines that look like armor on their heads, sides, and backs.

Main Idea
 1. Write a sentence that tells what this story is mostly about.
                

                

Vocabulary
 2. Which of the following is another word for squirt ?     
  a. sprinkle
  b. leak
  c. spurt

Details
 3. What is the horned toad’s favorite insect?       

Locating the Answer
 4. Circle the word that tells what type of animal horned toads really are.

Cause and Effect
 5. Why do horned toads squirt blood from their eyes?    
  a. to kill their prey
  b. to show that they are hurt
  c. to protect themselves

Title
 6. Give the story a title. Write the title on the line above the story.

RL - 1.3
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