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From calculating discounts to calculating parts of a whole to calculating sales tax, 
percents are a part of everyday life. Practical Application: Percents focuses entirely 
on the use of percents in real-life situations. As students work through the book, 
they will take their knowledge of percents to a new, practical level.

Practical Application: Percents book is packed with a variety of different real-life 
scenarios. Students use advertisements, menus, and coupons to figure out word 
problems that involve purchasing items on sale and figuring sales tax. Tax tables 
help students learn to figure income tax and net pay. Circle graphs help students 
visualize percents as coming from a whole. Drill pages give students extra practice 
with percents. Working these practice problems will help students develop the skills 
necessary for a solid understanding of percents as percents relate to daily life.

Pre and post-tests are included in Practical Application: Percents as assessment 
tools. The pre-test may be used before beginning lessons in the book to assess 
students’ understanding of percents. Activities may then be assigned accordingly. 
(Some review of basic percents skills may be necessary before beginning the activities 
in this book.) The post-test may be used after the activities in the book have been 
completed to assess students’ understanding of percents and how percents relate to 
everyday life. (Review of certain skills may be necessary in order to enhance and 
solidify students’ comprehension of percents.)

These activities follow NCTM standards and support state math standards and 
benchmarks.

Practical Application: Percents  ©Remedia Publications
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1. Change each fraction to a decimal. Round your answer to the nearest 
hundredths place.

2. Change each decimal to a percent.

3. Change each fraction to a percent.

4. Change each percent to a decimal.

 

5. Find the percent of each whole number.

6.   7.What is 34% of 174? What is 16% of 191?

Pre-Test

1
2

8. Crystal planted 145 fl ower bushes 
in her yard. 40% of them were rose 
bushes. How many rose bushes did 
Crystal plant?

9. Mike made 150 pizzas for work. 
70% of the pizzas were pepperoni. 
How many pepperoni pizzas did 
Mike make?

9
24

16
25

3
10

6
25

18
100

32% 9% 45%

8% 57% 12%

5% of 65 = 10% of 158 =

.7 .95 .04
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Percents

1. When a store has a sale, percents 
are often used to show how much is 
being taken off the regular price of 
an item. $15.00  –  20%  =  $12.00

It is important to know how to fi gure percents in many everyday situations.

2. You pay a sales tax when you buy 
certain items. The amount of sales 
tax is shown as a percentage.

Change the percents to decimals. The fi rst one is done for you.

1. 4% =  ________________________

2. 66% =  ________________________

3. 15% =  ________________________

4. 50% =  ________________________

5. 41% =  ________________________

6. 2% =  ________________________

7. 63% =  ________________________

8. 10% =  ________________________

.04

Sales Receipt
Shoes $15.00
- 20% Discount $12.00
+  4% Sales Tax $  .48

Total Due $12.48

SHOE SALE
20% off 

all regularly 
priced shoes!

Regular Price $15.00

SHOE SALESHOE SALE
20% 
OFF

TO CHANGE A PERCENT TO A DECIMAL:

Step 1: Drop the percent (%) symbol. 30% = 30

Step 2: Place a decimal point after the 
last number on the right. 30.

Step 3: Move the decimal point two 
places to the left. Add a zero if necessary. .30. = .30
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How to Figure Percents
Part A - Discounts

PROBLEM: Sam wants to buy a new shirt. The shirt he wants is $19.38. The store
 is having a sale. The sale price is 20% off the regular price.

TO FIGURE SALE PRICE:

What IS 20% OF $19.38?

Step 1: Express as a number sentence.

IS = equals         OF = multiply

Step 2: Change the percent to a decimal.

a.  Drop the percent symbol.
b.  Place a decimal point after the last 

number on the right.
c.  Move the decimal point two places to 

the left. Add a zero if necessary.

Step 3: Multiply the regular price by 
the decimal.

Step 4: Round the answer to the nearest 
hundredths place if necessary. 

The answer is the discount.
3.8760 = $3.88 = discount

Step 5: Subtract the discount from the 
regular price to fi nd the sale price.

= 20% x $19.38
what is percent of regular price

$ 1 9 .3 8 = regular price

– $ 3 .8 8 = discount

$ 1 5 .5 0 = sale price

a.  20% = 20 
b.  20.
c.  .20. = .20

$ 1 9 .3 8 = regular price

x .2 0 = decimal

0 0 0 0
3 8 7 6 0
3 .8 7 6 0
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How to Figure Percents
Part B - Sales Tax

PROBLEM: The amount of sales tax is 6% of the price AFTER the discount has been  
 taken. Follow these steps to fi gure the amount of tax on Sam’s new shirt.

TO FIGURE SALES TAX:

What IS 6% OF $15.50?

Step 1: Express as a number sentence.

IS = equals         OF = multiply

Step 2: Change the percent to a decimal. 6% = .06. =.06

Step 3: Multiply the sale price by 
the decimal. 

Step 4: Round the answer to the nearest 
hundredths place if necessary. 

The answer is the amount of sales tax.

.93 = $.93 = sales tax

Step 5: Add the amount of sales tax to 
the sale price to fi nd the total price.

= 6% x $15.50
what is sales tax of sale price

$ 1 5 .5 0 = sale price

+ $ 0 .9 3 = sales tax

$ 1 6 .4 3 = total price

$ 1 5 .5 0 = sale price

x .0 6 = decimal

9 3 0 0
0 0 0 0 0
0 .9 3 0 0
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Use the ads to answer the questions. Round to the 
nearest hundredths place.

FIGURING 
PERCENTS 
& PRICES

1. What is the regular price of the 
sunglasses?

  ______________________________

2. What is the discount on a pair of 
sunglasses?

  ______________________________

3. What is the sale price for the 
sunglasses?

  ______________________________

4. What is the regular price of a pair of 
jeans?

  ______________________________

5. What is the discount on a pair of 
jeans?

  ______________________________

6. What is the sale price for a pair of 
jeans?

  ______________________________

All regularly priced sunglasses!

Regular Price $20.00

25% OFF
STO

REWIDE SALE

50% OFF
All regularly Priced Denim Jeans

Regular Price $36.00
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Use the ads to answer the questions. Round to the 
nearest hundredths place.

5. What is the discount on a pair of shoes 
regularly priced at $24.00?

 ______________________________

6. What is the sale price for a pair of 
shoes that is regularly $24.00?

 ______________________________

7. If a pair of shoes is regularly $36.00, 
what is the sale price?

 ______________________________

SALE
NEED I SAY MORE?
SALE

40% off
All regularly priced shoes 

Reg. $24.00 - $36.00

FIGURING 
PERCENTS 
& PRICES

1. What is the discount on a binder?

  ______________________________

2. What is the discount on a folder?

  ______________________________

3. What is the sale price for a binder?

  ______________________________

4. What is the sale price for a folder?

  ______________________________
Binders

Reg. $6.00

15% Off
Folders

Reg. $3.00
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