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Introduction

See the World is designed to give students practice using a world map as a
resource tool.  Each activity within the book requires reference to the colorful
world map included.

The map itself has been kept as uncomplicated as possible.  The main purpose
is to familiarize students with the relative locations of land masses and bodies
of water.

All maps are distorted to some degree. Maps such as this one distort
proportions north and south of the equator.  This results in the areas nearer
the North and South Poles being pictured much larger than they actually
are in comparison to areas nearer the equator.

Many of the individual activities include more detailed maps of much smaller
areas.  Skills include interpretation, completion, inference, visual perception,
and more.

In some activities, students are required to refer to additional resource
materials to complete the work.

Upon completion of See the World, students should be oriented to the global
location of continents and major bodies of water.  They should be familiar
with different types of maps and the information available.  They should be
able to locate areas on more complex maps and identify their positions
relative to other areas.

Activities in this book are reproducible for use in a variety of teaching
methods. . . individual projects, small group activities, or whole-class instruction.

Resources for See the World include:
Brown, Paula S. Big Blue Marble Atlas. New York: Rutledge, 1980.
Carey, Helen H. How to Use Maps and Globes. New York: Franklin Watts, 1983.
Dicks, Brian (ed). Children's World Atlas. California: 1981.
Espenshade, E. B. (ed). Goode's World Atlas. Chicago: Rand McNally, 1978.
Rand, McNally. World Map. Chicago: Rand McNally, 1995.
Townson, William. Atlas in the Age of Discovery. New York: Warwick Press, 1981.
Wright, Jill & David. Young Reader's Atlas. New York: Julian Messner, 1983.

Electronic Resources:
http://www.factmonster.com (5-1-05)
http://www.geographic.org (5-1-05)
http://www.world-gazetteer.com (5-1-05)
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Answer questions based on information given     

Apply math to real-life situations 

Choose the correct word 

Demonstrate knowledge of state abbreviations  

Demonstrate knowledge of states and their capitals  

Demonstrate understanding of geographical facts      

Demonstrate understanding of time zones 

Identify and label cities on a map   

Identify and/or label continents on a map  

Identify and label countries on a map 

Identify and label lakes and rivers on a map  

Identify and label mountain ranges on a map  

Identify and label oceans on a map  

Identify and label products on a map  

Identify and label states on a map   

Identify map symbols   

Identify the continent on which a country is located 

Interpret charts and tables correctly 

Interpret maps correctly    

Locate countries on a map or globe 

Research geographical information about a country or state    

Solve word problems using the appropriate operations 

Use reference sources     
Use the compass rose and cardinal directions to find places on 
a map



Write a report on an assigned topic  

Skill Cross Reference Chart

Sharpen key geography skills with this
interesting, information-packed series. As you
explore the world and take a trip through the
"nifty fifty" with your students, you will not only
be teaching geography – you'll be building
valuable comprehension and research skills as
well.
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How is it done? Let’s explore the world map.

1. What shape is the map? _______________________________________________

2. Is the map the same shape as the earth? __________________________________

3. What do we call a map that is the same shape as the earth? ___________________

How did you do?

1. The map is a rectangle.  It is also flat.

2. The earth is not a flat rectangle.

3. The globe is a map shaped like the earth.

Think about this!

What would be two reasons you might use a map instead of a globe?

1. __________________________________________________________________

2. __________________________________________________________________

Imagine you are a map maker.

If you cut the globe in half and try to flatten each side out, what will happen?

__________________________________________________________________

Right!  The curved parts won’t go flat.

 If you cut the curved parts until they
will lay flat, you would have a map that
looks like this:

More problems!

1. How many North Poles are there on this map? ______________________________

2. What has happened to some of the land areas? _____________________________

3. Which part (top, middle, bottom) of the globe has stayed the same? _____________

A map maker stretches the top and bottom of the globe so the pieces fit together and make
a flat map.
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1. Find the compass on the map that shows
direction.  Write the letters in the spaces on
this compass to tell which direction is
which.

2. Find the line that goes across the map from
west to east. What is this line called?

_________________________________

3. This imaginary line divides the earth in half. Each half is called a hemisphere (hemi
means "half”).  The top half is called the northern hemisphere.

The bottom half is called the ________________________________ hemisphere.

4. The United States is in the ________________________________ hemisphere.

5. There are four oceans on the map. Write their names.

______________________________ _________________________________

______________________________ _________________________________

6. There are seven continents. They are large masses of land. The names of the
continents from largest to smallest are listed below.  Find each continent on the map.
On the line, write the hemisphere in which it is found.

Asia ______________________________________________________________

Africa _____________________________________________________________

North America ______________________________________________________

South America ______________________________________________________

Antarctica __________________________________________________________

Europe ____________________________________________________________

Australia ___________________________________________________________

Now that we have stretched our globe and made a flat map of the world, let’s take a
closer look.
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1. Europe is in the same hemisphere as the ______________________________ Pole.

2. Greenland is farther _______________________________ (direction) than Alaska.

3. If you go from Africa to the United States, in what direction would you be traveling?

__________________________________________________________________

4. Which is the largest continent?__________________________________________

5. Which continent is the smallest? ________________________________________

6. Which continent is farthest south? _______________________________________

7. Which ocean is between the United States and Europe? ______________________

8. Through which two continents does the equator pass?

______________________________ _________________________________

9. The _____________________________________________Ocean is north of Asia.

10. The eastern border of Africa is on the_______________________________ Ocean.

The world map is your
key to all kinds of
worldly facts about our
earth.

Let’s try using that key to
find some facts.
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1. The western side of the continent is called ________________________________ .

2. The southeast corner is ______________________________________________ .

3. What ocean is on the west side? ________________________________________

4. Just above Victoria is ________________________________________________ .

5. Between Western Australia and New South Wales is _________________________

_________________________________________________________________ .

6. The small island south of Australia is ____________________________________ .

7. Above South Australia is______________________________________________ .

8. The sea northeast of Australia is the _________________________________ Sea.

9. The northeast area is ________________________________________________ .

10. Use an encyclopedia to find the Australian flag.  Draw it on the back of this paper.

Find this continent on
the world map.  Write
the name on the line
above the map.

As you can see, the
continent is divided into
areas much like the
United States is divided
into states.

Use the world map and
this map to finish the
statements below.




