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DRAWING SOLUTIONS
FINDING FACTS
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Experts say children need direct instruction in thinking skills.
This instruction helps them sharpen those skills and raises their
awareness of the quality of their own thinking.

As children learn to recognize and identify the skills they use,
they gain more control over their learning and take more
responsibility for it.

This book gives teachers a method to guide children through
a focused and orderly practice of the critical thinking processes.

Because it is never too early to begin this teaching and
practice, the activities in this book have been developed to fit the
skills and ability levels of first and second graders.

As you begin, do not expect children to complete the activities
independently.  Work through them with the class or in small
groups, with LOTS OF DISCUSSION.  Allow explanations about each
process and the various ways conclusions were reached.

Encourage children to tell HOW they solved the problem.  The
more they verbalize and listen to others' ideas, the more
understanding (and thinking) takes place.

As they progress through activities, they will express interest
in doing it by themselves.  This is the perfect time to use cooperative
learning groups effectively.

As a teacher, use the vocabulary of thinking.  Ask questions
such as, “What can you INFER from this picture?”  “How does this
character COMPARE with Willy in the story we read yesterday?”
“What do you PREDICT will happen next?”

As you read these activities, you will become more aware of
ways to incorporate the specific skills into all areas of the curriculum.

INTRODUCTION
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Drawing Solutions

Draw pictures to find the answers.

1. 5 red fish
3 green fish
4 fish are blue
How many fish? _______

2. 9 balloons
2 pop
3 blow away
How many left? _______

3. 5 flags
3 stars on each flag
How many stars? _______

4. 8 brown eggs
5 white eggs
How many more brown
ones than white? _______
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Now there is a new path.
Can you draw 4 ways to go from the swings to the pond?
Use a different color for each one.

Draw a red line to show one way to go from the swings to
the pond.
Draw a blue line to show a different way to go.
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Drawing Solutions

Draw 8 trees.
Draw the fruit on the trees.  Watch your directions.

1. Orange is east of apple.
2. Plum is south of orange.
3. Pear is west of plum.
4. Lemon is west of pear.
5. Lime is north of lemon.
6. Cherry is west of lime.
7. Peach is south of cherry.
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Grandma made a beautiful quilt.
She wants you to color it.
Use only 4 colors.
Use each color only once in each row across.
Use each color only once in each row down.




