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INTRODUCTION

This book was developed to provide teachers with a resource that supports 
literacy by giving students lots of practice with specific comprehension skills. 
Struggling readers and students not reading at grade level will appreciate these 
short, high-interest passages. Word count ranges from 30 to 100 words.

Passages begin at reading level 3.4 and progress to reading level 5.1 
according to the Flesch-Kincaid Readability Scale. Reading passages are 
presented in order of difficulty. This progression of difficulty allows students 
to begin at a lower level and then move to more difficult levels as their skills 
improve. The reading level (RL) for each passage is listed at the bottom of the 
page. The teacher will be able to easily monitor success and identify skills that 
need extra practice.

Question types include writing the complete answer, filling in the blank, 
and multiple choice. Each series of questions targets essential comprehension 
skills, beginning with main idea and ending with requiring the student to 
choose a title for the story.

Skills Include
 ✔ Details      ✔  Locating the Answer
 ✔ Cause and Effect    ✔  Comparison
 ✔ Sequence     ✔  Inference
 ✔ Conclusion     ✔  Fact or Opinion
 ✔ Vocabulary     ✔  Main Idea

These activities can be used as an assessment tool. After determining which 
skills a student is struggling with, an individualized plan can be created by 
focusing on those skills. With enough targeted practice, reading skills will soar 
and students will feel a sense of pride in their accomplishments.
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Name              Date     

                                                                                                      
(title)

© Remedia Publications 1 Comprehension Practice

RL - 3.4

Did you know the earth is not as solid as it seems? The earth is formed 
of layers like an onion. The outer layer is called the crust. It is made of 
mountains, oceans, and continents. It is divided into plates. These plates 
constantly grind against each other. They move sideways and up and down. 
Cracks between the plates are called faults. Most earthquakes happen along 
faults as the plates crush against each other.

Main Idea
 1. What is this story mostly about?    
  a. why earthquakes happen
  b. the layers of the earth
  c. the crust of the earth

Details
 2. What three landforms make up the earth’s crust?
                
                

Locating the Answer
 3. Write the sentence that tells what the cracks between the plates are called.
                
                

Cause and Effect
 4. Earthquakes happen because    .
  a. the different layers of the earth’s crust rub against one another
  b. the earth shakes
  c. the plates in the earth’s crust move against one another

Comparison
 5. The earth has layers like an     .

Title
 6. Give the story a title. Write the title on the line above the story.
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RL - 3.4

Would you ever dream of putting things in your teeth? Long ago, people 
used to put gems in their teeth.

This started with the ancient Incas. They loved to decorate their teeth. 
They would put gold and jewels in their teeth. When an Inca girl would 
smile, it would be a bright, colorful smile!

Some rich women in the western world followed this practice for a short 
time. They had more diamonds than they had fingers or toes to decorate, 
so they put the gems in their front teeth.

Today, some primitive tribesmen grind their teeth down to fine points. For 
the most part, though, people do not put things in their teeth.

Main Idea
 1. What is this story mostly about?    
  a. jewelry worn by the ancient Incas
  b. rich women in the western world
  c. what people used to put in their teeth
 
Details
 2. What did the Incas in Peru put in their teeth?       

Locating the Answer
 3. Write the sentence that tells what rich women in the western world did with
  their extra diamonds.
                
                

Vocabulary
 4. Which of the following is the opposite of primitive?    
  a. early
  b. undeveloped
  c. advanced

Inference
 5. Tribesmen probably grind or decorate their teeth because     .
  a. it is part of their tribal custom
  b. they do not like their teeth
  c. they are forced to by other tribes

Title
 6. Give the story a title. Write the title on the line above the story.
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RL - 3.6

Desert animals have a hard life. The days can be very hot. The nights 
can be very cold.

Some animals protect themselves from the heat and cold by living in 
burrows underground. There, it is cooler in the day and warmer at night. 
The animals come out to hunt food at sunrise and sunset.

Water is hard to find. Some animals never drink water. They get moisture 
from seeds and cacti.

Main Idea
 1. Write a sentence that tells what this story is mostly about.
                
                

Details
 2. Which of the following is not something desert animals can get water from?  
  a. seeds
  b. cacti
  c. lakes

Locating the Answer
 3. Write the sentence that tells when the animals hunt for food.
                
                

Cause and Effect
 4. Why do some desert animals live in burrows underground?   
  a. The burrows protect them from other animals.
  b. The burrows protect them from the heat and cold.
  c. The burrows have lots of food.

Fact or Opinion
 5. In the burrows, it is cooler in the day and warmer at night.    

Title
 6. Give the story a title. Write the title on the line above the story.
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