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������ is a twelve-book series with each volume
covering a single month of the year.  The format features an “on-
this-day-in-history” approach.  A short, factual story about a person,
place, or event is presented for each day of the month and was
chosen because of its particular significance on that certain date.

Each story is accompanied by an activity page which tests
the student's comprehension of the article’s content.  Activities
include questions, crossword puzzles, fill-in-the-blanks, and more.
A related research project for each story may require the use of a
dictionary, almanac, encyclopedia, or atlas.

The books are designed for use in grades 5-12.  Readability is
on the 3rd-4th grade level.
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A postage stamp is put on a
letter to pay the United States Postal
Service to deliver it.  Before postage
stamps were used, people had to
take their mail to a post office.  The
postmaster would collect money for
the delivery.

On July 1, 1847, the U.S. Post
Office sold its first postage stamps.
From then on, people could glue
stamps onto their letters and just
drop them into a mail box.

The first U.S. stamps were a
five-cent stamp honoring Benjamin
Franklin and a ten-cent stamp with
George Washington’s picture on it.
Since then, all kinds of designs have
been put on stamps.

Anyone can suggest a stamp
design.  The Citizens’ Stamp Advisory
Committee looks at thousands of
ideas given each year. They choose
the ones they believe would be the
best new designs.  The Postmaster
General makes the final decision.  It

takes at least three years for a new
stamp to be approved and made.

Stamp collecting has become
one of the most popular collecting
hobbies in the world.  Sometimes
collectors trade stamps or sell them
to each other.  Rare stamps can be
very valuable.  One of the five-cent
Ben Franklin stamps issued in 1847
sold for $200,000 in 1975.  It was
sold again in 1981 for one million
dollars.

Sometimes errors are made in
printing stamps.  The 24-cent airmail
stamp is an example.  The first 100
were printed with the airplane
upside down.  Collectors love
misprinted stamps.

Stamp lists, catalogs, and a great
many books about stamps are
published.  Today, there are over
200,000 different kinds of stamps.

July 1

POSTAGE
STAMPS
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Answer the questions.

  1. Why are postage stamps put on letters? _______________________________

_______________________________________________________________

  2. Before postage stamps were used, how did people mail letters? _____________

_______________________________________________________________

  3. Whose pictures were on the first two U.S. stamps? ______________________

_______________________________________________________________

  4. Who can suggest a new stamp design? _________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

  5. Who makes the final decision for a new stamp design? ____________________

_______________________________________________________________

  6. Stamp collecting has become what? ___________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

  7. What is a rare stamp? ______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

  8. Which stamp was sold for one million dollars? __________________________

_______________________________________________________________

  9. What happened when the 24-cent airmail stamp was printed? ______________

_______________________________________________________________

10. How many different kinds of stamps are there now? ______________________

_______________________________________________________________

11. Describe a design you would like to see on a stamp. ______________________

_______________________________________________________________

Research:  Find philately in a dictionary.  What does it mean?

POSTAGE STAMPS
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James Garfield was the 20th
United States President.  He was 49
years old when he was elected in
1881.  Four months after becoming
President, he was shot as he walked
through a railroad waiting room in
Washington, D.C.

On July 2, 1881, Charles
Guiteau carried out his plan to shoot
the President.  Garfield was struck
in the back and arm.  Guiteau was
arrested at once.

President Garfield did not die
right away.  Doctors tried to remove
the bullet from his back.  They could
not get it out.  He became very ill
from an infection.  He was taken to
the seashore at Elberon, New Jersey.
It was hoped he would recover
there.  Two weeks later, on
September 19, he died.

ASSASSINATION OF
PRESIDENT

JAMES A. GARFIELD

Charles Guiteau was a lawyer.
He wanted to work for the U.S.
government in Paris, France.  He
blamed the President for not
selecting him for the job.  Many
people believed Guiteau had mental
problems.  He had said many times
that God had chosen him to kill
Garfield.  He was surprised when
people were not happy about the
murder.  In 1882, he was hanged for
the crime.

President Garfield was honored
with three funerals.  One was in
Elberon where he died.  The second
was in Washington where his body
rested in state in the Capitol for
three days.  The final funeral was in
Cleveland, Ohio, the place of his
birth.  He had been President for
just six months.
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  1. July date on which the President was shot

  2. age when he became President

  3. The shooter believed ______ had chosen him to kill the President.

  4. part of the body struck by the bullet

  5. number of funerals held for the President

  6. the assassin’s profession

  7. last name of the assassin

  8. last name of the President

  9. The President became very ill from an ____________.

10. The assassin wanted to work for the U.S. _____________.

Research:  Read about William Henry Harrison in an almanac or encyclopedia.  How long
was he President?  What happened to him?

Write your answers on the lines of the pattern.

1. _____

2. _____   _____

3. _____   _____   _____

4. _____   _____   _____   _____

5. _____   _____   _____   _____   _____

6. _____   _____   _____   _____   _____   _____

7. _____   _____   _____   _____   _____   _____   _____

8. _____   _____   _____   _____   _____   _____   _____   _____

9. _____   _____   _____   _____   _____   _____   _____   _____   _____

    10.  _____   _____   _____   _____   _____   _____   _____   _____   _____   _____

ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT JAMES A. GARFIELD




