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Most everyone enjoys reading about celebrities. The short, high-interest, easy-
to-read biographies in this book are sure to capture students’ attention. Each 
story is accompanied by an activity page that tests reading comprehension 
and enhances following-directions skills. Activity pages include fact-based 
questions, crossword puzzles, true-false/fact-opinion questions, fill-in-the-
blanks, and more. A related research project for each story may require the use 
of a dictionary, an almanac, encyclopedia, atlas, or the Internet. An answer key 
is provided.

Interest level for this book is grades 3-12. Reading level is grades 3-5.

Additional Activity:
Since the events in the lives of celebrities are constantly changing, ask students 
to become reporters and write a “celebrity update,” adding any new information 
that they can find on a particular celebrity. A template for this is provided on  
page 29. Hold a guided class discussion in which the students share their 
information and talk about their findings.
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B
en was smaller and two years 
younger, but he beat his best 
friend in Little League. The two 
grew up together in Cambridge, 

Massachusetts. Years later, Ben Affleck 
and Matt Damon teamed up to write and 
star in Good Will Hunting.  

Damon showed the play version of the 
story he had written at Harvard to Ben. 
“He took a look at it and he said, ‘Well, 
we should really write this together,’” 
Matt recalls. “So we just started writing 
this thing one night. And it just tumbled 
out.”  The film set Hollywood on fire.  
The rookie screenwriters won an Oscar 
for Best Original Screenplay in 1997.

Ben had been acting since the age of 
12, before he hit Hollywood’s A-List.   
In the 80s, he was in a Burger King ad and 
then in an educational program on PBS.   
In the 90s, Ben was in a few movies 
and TV shows, but Ben didn’t see true 
success until 1997.

After Good Will Hunting, Ben’s next 
movie was the blockbuster Armageddon.  
This was a big budget disaster film. 
He was intimidated when he started 
working on the picture. Other films 
he had made were on a smaller scale.  
This was the world of big movie making. 
He was nervous working with a big star 

like Bruce Willis. Affleck said that Willis 
gave him a chance to do his best work.  
The movie was a huge success. It made 
more than $500 million.

Affleck got the most respect in his  
career in 2012 for his acting, producing, 
and directing roles in the movie Argo.  
Argo won several awards including 
three Academy Awards and two Golden 
Globes. Argo is a historical drama  
about a CIA agent who led six U.S. 
diplomats out of Iran during the 1979  
Iran hostage crisis.

Ben laughs, noting that he has come a 
long way since the days when he “lived” 
on Matt’s couch. 

 Ben Affleck
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 Ben Affleck

Ben was smaller and two years younger, but he beat his best friend in 

Little League. The two grew up together in Cambridge, Massachusetts. Years 

later, Ben Affleck and Matt Damon teamed up to write and star in Good Will 

Hunting.  Damon showed the play version of the story he had written at Harvard 

to Ben. “He __________________________ a look at it and he said, ‘Well, we 

should really write this together,’” Matt recalls. “So we just started writing this 

thing one night. And it just tumbled out.”  The film set Hollywood on fire.  The 

__________________________ screenwriters won an Oscar for Best Original 

Screenplay in 1997.

Ben had been __________________________ since the age of 12, 

before he hit Hollywood’s A-List.  In the 80s, he was in a Burger King ad 

and then in an educational program on PBS.  In the 90s, Ben was in a few 

__________________________ and TV shows, but Ben didn’t see true success  

until 1997.

Affleck got the most respect in his career in 2012 for his acting, producing, 

and directing roles in the movie Argo.  Argo __________________________ several 

awards including three Academy Awards and two Golden Globes.  Argo is a 

historical drama about a CIA agent who led six U.S. diplomats out of Iran during 

the 1979 Iran hostage crisis.

Ben laughs, noting that he has come a long way since the days when he 

“lived” on Matt’s __________________________. 

use the words in the box to complete the story.

research: Find Iran in an encyclopedia or an atlas. What is its capital city? Draw 
a picture of its flag.

acting
couch

movies
rookie

took
won
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J
im Carrey’s teacher got him to 
behave in class by letting him 
do 15 minutes of comedy. When 
his dad lost his job, the family of 

six lived in a camper. Jim boosted their 
spirits with humor. He said of his parents,  
“They didn’t tell me I was being stupid; 
they told me I was being funny.”  

Jim’s family continued to struggle to 
make ends meet. Jim never finished high 
school, because he worked full-time to 
support his family. One of his jobs was 
as a janitor.  

Jim’s family was still very supportive of 
his comedy career. His father helped him 
put together his first act.  He drove Jim to 
a comedy club to perform. The audience 
did not find Jim’s impressions funny.   

Jim worked on his routine and went  
back.  He did very well. He quickly went 
from performing at open mic nights to 
being a paid comedian. 

At 19, Carrey moved from Canada to 
Hollywood. He used his wacky comedy 
in several TV and movie roles.  His first  
big movie hit was Ace Ventura: Pet 
Detective. He applied his unique humor 
to The Mask. Time Magazine says, 
“Carrey is his own best special effect, 
the first star who is a live-action toon.” 
Then came the two lovable losers in 
Dumb and Dumber. In Liar, Liar, a wish 
makes a lying lawyer tell only the truth. 
The results are hilarious.

Carrey’s quirky humor gave way to 
drama in The Truman Show. Truman 
discovers his whole life is on TV.  In 1998,  
Jim received a Golden Globe Award for 
this film.

He has received four Golden Globe 
nominations, winning two. Including one 
for his role in Man on the Moon. Carrey 
moves easily between dramatic roles  
and funny characters.  His role as the 
Grinch had Jim wearing heavy green 
makeup in How The Grinch Stole 
Christmas. 

Sometimes it seems there is no real  
Jim Carrey. He is a man with a  
thousand faces.

 Jim cArrey



Name ______________________________
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research: How the Grinch Stole Christmas was based on a book. Who was the 
author of that book? What year was it originally published?

If the statement is a fact, circle the letter under fAct.  
If the statement is an opinion, circle the letter under oPInIon.

  fAct oPInIon
1. Jim’s teacher let him perform comedy. E A

2. Jim’s family of six lived in a camper. U R

3. Jim’s impressions were not very funny. T G

4. Jim is like a live-action toon. A E

5. Jim’s first big movie role was Ace Ventura: Pet Detective. N W

6. Jim is a man of a thousand faces. G E

To find out Jim Carrey’s middle name, write the letters you have circled on the 
lines below.

________ ________ ________ ________ ________ ________

Write your opinion of the following statment. 
It is more difficult to make people laugh than it is to make them cry.

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
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T
om Cruise doesn’t just act 
the part of a hero—he lives it.  
Two boys were in danger of being 
mobbed at a movie premiere.  

He lifted the frightened boys over a 
barricade to safety. In London, a woman 
was being mugged. Tom rushed to her 
rescue. “It’s just an impulse,” he said.  
Tom again came to the rescue while on 
a yacht, he saw a sailboat on fire. Five 
people were in a raft nearby. Tom sent 
his yacht staff to help the victims.

Tom was born in Syracuse, New York, in 
1962. He toyed with several career ideas 
as a youngster. In high school he was 
a wrestler.  He had no interest in acting 
until he injured his knee.  He had to quit 
wrestling.  Tom was encouraged to try 
out for a part in the musical Guys and 
Dolls. He got the lead. Cruise said he felt 
right at home on the stage. The die was 
cast. Tom set himself a 10-year goal to 
pursue his acting career.

In 1981, he had a small part in Taps.  
He was so good that the director 
expanded his role. People who make 
films saw his potential. In 1986, he 
reached true stardom when he starred as 
a hotshot pilot in Top Gun. He followed 
with several box office hits. His greatest 
success was yet to come.

In 1996, the gifted actor starred in the first 
of four, action-filled Mission Impossible 
movies. Handsome and athletic, Tom 
does many of his own dangerous stunts 
in the Mission Impossible movies as well 
as in films like Knight and Day, Minority 
Report, and Oblivion.  His talent doesn’t 
stop there though.  He even did his own 
singing in the movie Rock of Ages. 

In 1997, Tom graced the cover of People 
magazine as one of the “50 Most Beautiful 
People”.  Tom’s good looks are rumored 
to have been the inspiration for the Disney 
character, Aladdin.  Photos of Tom hung 
in the Aladdin animator’s office. 

As of 2012, Tom Cruise is the highest-
paid actor in Hollywood.

 TOm cruIse
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research: Find stuntman in a dictionary. Write the definition. Why do you think 
actors use a stuntman?

1. Tom was born in _____, NY. 
�   Jamestown 
�   Buffalo 
�   Syracuse

2. Tom played a pilot in what movie? 
�   Air Force One 
�   Top Gun 
�   Pearl Harbor

3. What Disney character was Tom 
the inspiration for? 
�   Prince Charming 
�   Aladdin 
�   Peter Pan

Draw a line to match each word on the left with its definition on the right. 

 barricade • •  possible, but not yet actual

 potential • •  a sudden urge to do something

 impulse • •  someone or something that inspires

 inspiration • •  a structure put up to block the  
      way; a barrier

shade in the circle next to the correct answer.

4. Tom sang in what movie? 
�   Rock of Ages 
�   Minority Report 
�   Knight and Day

5. In high school, Tom was a _____. 
�   swimmer 
�   gymnast 
�   wrestler

6. In movies, Tom does most of his 
own _____.  
�   jokes 
�   wrestling 
�   stunts




