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The Human Body

 1. digestion: ________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

 2. saliva: ___________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

 3. stomach: _________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

 4. small intestine: ___________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

 5. large intestine: ____________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

LABEL THE PARTS OF THE DIGESTIVE SYSTEM
(See Diagram #1)

The Digestive System - Preview
DIRECTIONS:  Use the glossary to write the meaning of each word
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The Human Body

The Digestive System
The body must have food to live.  You

know that blood carries this food to cells all

over the body.  But the food that you put into

your mouth can’t be carried by the blood.  First

it has to be changed.  It is changed by

digestion.  Digestion means breaking the

food into small parts so that it can be used by

the body.

The digestive system is a tube about 30

feet long inside the body.  It does not look like

a tube because it is curled and folded.  The

four main parts of the tube are the mouth,

stomach, small intestine, and large

intestine.

Digestion begins in the mouth.  The food

is first broken into small bits by the teeth.

While you are chewing, the food becomes wet

with saliva.  Saliva is a liquid made in the

mouth to help digestion.  Saliva mixes with

starch in the food to change it into sugar.  The

body can take sugar into the blood.  It cannot

 1. What does digestion mean?________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

 2. Name the four main parts of the digestive system: ___________________________

_________________________,  _________________________,  _________________________

 3. Where does digestion begin?_______________________________________________

 4. How do teeth help digestion? ______________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

 5. How does saliva help digestion?____________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

mouth

large

intestine

small

intestine

stomach

take starch into the blood.  The saliva also

helps the food to slide down the esophagus.



Name  ________________________________________

©Remedia Publications 3 THE HUMAN BODY • DIGESTIVE / CIRCULATORY / REPRODUCTIVE

The Human Body

The next part of the digestive system is

the stomach.  After you swallow, muscles

push the food down the esophagus to the

stomach.  The stomach is a large bag made

mostly of muscles.  It churns and squeezes

the food to break it down.  The stomach

pours juices, or acids, on the food to help

digest it.  The food stays in the stomach for

two to five hours until it becomes thick and

watery.  It then passes into the next part of

the system.

The passage now becomes a narrow

tube called the small intestine.  The small

intestine is about 22 feet long!  Juices from

two other body organs, the pancreas and

the liver, pour into the small intestine.  This

helps to digest the food.  The food is now

small enough that it passes through the

intestine walls.  Most of it is picked up by the

blood and carried around the body.  The

small intestine does most of the digestive

work.

The food that is not digested cannot be

used by the body.  It is called waste and is

The Digestive System

 1. How does food get from the mouth to the stomach? ________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

 2. Tell two things that happen to food while it is in the stomach.

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

 3. Where is most of the digestive work done? _________________________________

 4. How does food that is not digested get out of the body? _____________________

_________________________________________________________________________

sent on to the large intestine.  This tube is

only five feet long, but it is very wide.  Here,

water is taken out of the waste.  This takes

several hours.  Then muscles push the

waste along until it passes through an

opening at the end of the large intestine and

out of the body.

mouth

small

intestine

large

intestine

stomach

esophagus
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The Human Body

The Digestive System

RESEARCH

What strange experiment did William Beaumont do with food in 1833? Look under “B” in the

encyclopedia. Write your answer on the back of this paper.

If you know the following words, you will know more about the digestive system. Use a dictionary.

Write the meanings of these words on the back of this paper.

villi        appendix          vomit             rectum           bile           gall bladder

The body must have _________
1

_________ to live.  Blood carries the food to

_________
2

_________ all over the body.  But first it has to be changed by

 _________
3

___________.  The digestive system is a __________
4

___________ about 30

feet long.  The four main parts are the ____________
5

__________, __________
6

____________,

_______________
7

________________, and  _____________
8

______________.  While you are

chewing the food, it is made wet by _________
9

__________.  __________
10

__________ push

the food down to the stomach.  The stomach is a large ___________
11

___________ made

of muscles.  It ___________
12

____________ and squeezes the food.  The _______
13

_______

intestine is about 22 feet long.  Most of the food is picked up here by the

___________
14

___________ and carried around the body.  The food that is not

____________
15

___________ can’t be used.  It is called ____________
16

___________.

food

cells

digestion

small intestine

mouth

stomach

Muscles

large intestine

digested

small

waste

saliva

tube

churns

blood

bag

stomachsmall

intestine
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The Human Body

The Digestive System

Answer the questions below. If all your answers are correct, they will add up to 33.

 1. What is the length of the small intestine? ___________________________________

 2. What is the length of the large intestine? ___________________________________

 3. How many organs pour juices into the small intestine? _______________________

 4. How many main parts are in the digestive system?___________________________

 1. Describe the stomach._____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

 2. Name two organs that pour juices into the small intestine.

_____________________________________   _____________________________________

 3. About how long does food stay in the stomach? ____________________________

 4. How does digested food get from the small intestine into the blood? __________

_________________________________________________________________________

1

DIRECTIONS: Suppose you are eating lunch. Put the sentences below In correct order

to tell what happens to the food. The first one has been done for you.

_____  The waste goes into the large intestine.

_____  Saliva wets the food as you chew.

_____  Blood picks up food in the small intestine.

_____  You swallow and the food goes into your stomach.

_____  Waste passes out of the body.

_____  The food is churned and squeezed.
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The Human Body

The Digestive System - The Facts

DIGESTION

  1. The body must have food to live.

  2. The digestive system gets food to the cells of the body.

  3. Digestion changes food so that it can be used by the body cells.

  4. The digestive system is a 30-foot tube inside the body.

  5. The four main parts of the digestive system are the mouth, stomach, small

intestine, and large intestine.

LARGE  INTESTINE

  1. The waste food is sent on to the large intestine.

  2. The large intestine is a wide tube about 5 feet long.

  3. Water is taken from waste while it is in the large intestine.

  4. Muscles push waste through the large intestine and out of the body.

SMALL  INTESTINE

  1. The small intestine is about 22 feet long.

  2. Juices from the pancreas and liver mix with food in the small intestine.

  3. Food passes through the wall of the small intestine and is picked up by the

blood.

  4. Most digestive work is done in the small intestine.

STOMACH

  1. The food goes down the esophagus to the stomach.

  2. The stomach is a bag made mostly of muscles.

  3. In the stomach, food is churned and squeezed and mixed with juices.

  4. Food stays in the stomach from 2 to 5 hours.

MOUTH

  1. Digestion begins in the mouth.

  2. Saliva mixes with the starch in the food to change it into sugar.
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The Human Body

The Digestive System - Review
DIRECTIONS: Use the facts on page 6 to help you answer the following.

  1. The body must have _______________________________________________  to live.

  2. Name the system that gets food to the cells of the body.

_________________________________________________________________________

  3. What does digestion do? __________________________________________________

  4. Name the four main parts of the digestive system.

_____________________________________   _____________________________________

_____________________________________  _____________________________________

  5. How does food get from the mouth to the stomach? ________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

  6. Describe the stomach._____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

  7. Tell three things that happen to food while it is in the stomach.

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

  8. Juices from the _________________________ and ________________________ mix with

food in the small intestine.

  9. How does food get out of the small intestine and into the blood?

_________________________________________________________________________

10. Where is most digestive work done?________________________________________

11. Describe the large intestine.________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

12. How does waste get out of the body? ______________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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